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Objective: 
                       The objective of the Awareness on Thunderbolts to Farmers is to 

educate them about the dangers of lightning strikes and how to stay safe during 

thunderstorms. It aims to provide knowledge on early warning signs, safety 

precautions, and the use of mobile alerts or local weather information. This 

awareness helps reduce fatalities and injuries caused by thunderbolts in agricultural 

fields. Ultimately, it promotes a culture of safety and preparedness among the rural 

farming community. 
 

Description: 

          As per the guidelines of the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, 

Government of India, under the Disaster Management Abhiyan, the College of 

Agriculture and the BA IAS NSS Units of KL University organized an awareness 

program on Saturday, August 2, 2025, at Ippatam village, Tadepalli Mandal. As part 

of the Agricultural Rove initiative, NSS volunteers visited the farmers in their fields to 

raise awareness about precautionary measures to be taken during thunderstorms, 

heavy rain, and lightning strikes during the monsoon season, said Dr. P. Ratnaprasad, 

Director of the College of Agriculture. Dr. B. Balakrishna, Head of the Agriculture 

Department, advised that during lightning strikes, people should avoid standing 

under trees, poles, or in water, and stay away from metal farming equipment. He 

also cautioned against using mobile phones and suggested disconnecting electrical 

appliances from plug points, and taking shelter inside nearby buildings for safety. 

Dr. B. Sivanagayya, Head of the BA IAS Department, demonstrated that during 

a lightning strike, one should squat on their knees with only the toes touching the 

ground, close their eyes, and cover their ears with hands, and place hands over the 

head, as this posture can offer some protection. NSS Field Coordinator Mr. P. Suresh 

and the volunteers were appreciated by KL University Vice-Chancellor Dr. G. 

Parthasaradhi Varma, Pro Vice-Chancellors Dr. A.V.S. Prasad, Dr. N. Venkataram, Dr. 

K. Rajasekhar Rao, Dean of Student Welfare Dr. K.R.S. Prasad, Dean Dr. Habeebullah 

Khan, and NSS Program Coordinator Dr. P. Sreekanth Reddy for their efforts in 

successfully conducting the awareness program. 

 

Outcome: 
         The event improved farmers’ awareness of safety precautions during 

thunderstorms and lightning. They learned practical steps to reduce risk and protect 

themselves in the fields. The demonstration of safety postures and emergency 

actions increased their preparedness. Overall, it contributed to enhancing disaster 

readiness in rural agricultural communities. 

 



Impact on Society: 
      The event fostered a culture of disaster preparedness among 

rural communities, especially farmers. It reduced vulnerability to weather-related 

hazards by spreading life-saving information. The initiative strengthened trust 

between educational institutions and local society. Ultimately, it empowered 

villagers to respond wisely during natural calamities, minimizing potential harm. 

 

Details of the Event: 
 

Name of the Event  : Awareness on Thunderbolts to Farmers 

Place of the Event  :  Ippatam 

Date of the event  : 02-08-2025 

No. of Hours   : 02:00 pm to 05:00 pm 

No. of Participants  :  Students: 93, Faculty: 5 

No. of Beneficiary’s  :  408 

 

Event Photos: 
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Press Clippings Translation: 
Sakshi E-Paper: 
Farmers Should Stay Alert 
– Awareness Program by KL Students in Vaddeswaram 
Tadepalli Rural: An awareness program was conducted for farmers on Saturday in Vaddeswaram 
under the auspices of KL College of Agriculture, BA IAS Department, and NSS units. On this occasion, 
University College of Agriculture Director Dr. P. Ratna Prasad stated that due to southwest 
monsoons, there is a risk of severe thunderstorms, strong winds, lightning, and thunderbolts. He 
advised farmers working in agricultural fields to stay alert. He emphasized that during lightning, 
people should avoid standing under trees or poles. Head of the College of Agriculture, B. Balakrishna, 
and Head of the BA IAS Department, B. Sivanagayya, explained that during lightning strikes, one 
should sit in a crouched position with only the toes touching the ground, close their eyes, cover their 
ears with their hands, and place their hands over their head to minimize the risk of harm. NSS Field 
Coordinator P. Suresh, faculty members Kiran and Venkateswarlu, and several volunteers 
participated in the program. KL University Pro Vice-Chancellors A.V.S. Prasad, N. Venkataram, K. 
Rajasekhara Rao, Registrar K. Subbarao, Dean of Student Welfare K.R.S. Prasad, Advisor Habeebullah 
Khan, and NSS Program Coordinator P. Sreekanth Reddy appreciated the efforts of the volunteers. 
 

Andhrajyothi E-Paper 
Awareness on Safety Measures for Farmers in the Fields 
Tadepalli (Vaddeswaram), August 2 (Andhra Jyothi): Due to the southwest monsoons, there is a risk 
of heavy gusty winds, thunderstorms, lightning, and thunderbolts. Hence, farmers working in 
agricultural fields must stay alert, advised KL University College of Agriculture Director, Dr. P. Ratna 
Prasad. On Saturday, students from the KL University College of Agriculture, BA IAS, and NSS 
departments conducted an awareness program on safety precautions to be taken during lightning 
strikes in Ippatam village of Tadepalli Mandal. BA IAS Department Head, B. Sivanagayya, explained 
that during lightning, one should crouch with only the toes touching the ground, close the eyes, 
cover the ears with the hands, and place the hands on the head for better protection. Pro Vice-
Chancellors Prasad, Venkataram, Rajasekhar Rao, Registrar K. Subbarao, Dean of Student Welfare 
Prasad, Advisor Habeebullah Khan, and NSS Program Coordinator appreciated the efforts of the 
students and encouraged them. 
 
Visalandhra E-Paper 
Awareness on Safety Measures for Farmers 
Vishalandhra – Tadepalli: Due to the southwest monsoon, there is a risk of heavy gusty winds, 
thunderstorms, lightning, and thunderbolts. Hence, farmers working in agricultural fields must 
remain alert, suggested Dr. P. Ratna Prasad, Director of the KL University College of Agriculture. On 
Saturday, in Ippatam village of Tadepalli Mandal, an awareness program was conducted for farmers 
under the auspices of the University's College of Agriculture, BA IAS, and NSS departments on the 
safety precautions to be taken during lightning strikes. Dr. B. Balakrishna, Head of the College of 
Agriculture, explained that during lightning, people should avoid standing under trees, poles, or in 
water, and beware of fallen electrical wires. He advised avoiding the use of metal farming 
equipment, refraining from using mobile phones, unplugging electronic devices from plug points, 
and seeking shelter in nearby buildings for safety. Dr. B. Sivanagayya, Head of the BA IAS 
Department, educated farmers that during lightning, crouching down on the knees with only the 
toes touching the ground, closing the eyes, covering the ears with the hands, and placing the hands 
over the head can provide some protection. The program was appreciated by NSS Field Coordinator 
P. Suresh, faculty members Dr. Kiran and Dr. Venkateswarlu, University Pro Vice-Chancellors Dr. 
A.V.S. Prasad, Dr. N. Venkataram, Dr. K. Rajasekhara Rao, Registrar Dr. K. Subbarao, Dean of Student 
Welfare Dr. K.R.S. Prasad, Advisor Dr. Habeebullah Khan, NSS Program Coordinator P. Sreekanth 
Reddy, and others. 



Andhraprabha E- Paper 
Awareness on Safety Measures for Farmers in the Fields 
Tadepalli, August 2 (Andhra Prabha): Due to the southwest monsoon, there is a risk of heavy gusty 
winds, thunder, lightning, and possible lightning strikes. Therefore, farmers working in agricultural 
fields need to stay alert, advised Dr. P. Ratna Prasad, Director of KL University’s College of 
Agriculture. On Saturday, in Ippatam village of Tadepalli Mandal, an awareness program was 
conducted for farmers under the auspices of the University’s College of Agriculture, BA IAS, and NSS 
departments to educate them about the safety precautions to be taken during lightning strikes. Dr. 
B. Balakrishna, Head of the Agriculture Department, explained that during lightning, people should 
avoid standing under trees, poles, or in water, as there is a danger of falling electric wires. He also 
advised staying away from metal farming tools, avoiding the use of mobile phones, disconnecting 
electronic devices from plug points, and seeking shelter in nearby buildings. Dr. B. Sivanagayya, Head 
of the BA IAS Department, informed that during lightning, one can minimize risk by crouching down 
on the knees with only the toes touching the ground, closing the eyes, covering the ears with the 
hands, and placing the hands over the head. NSS Field Coordinator P. Suresh, faculty members Dr. 
Kiran and Dr. Venkateswarlu, and several volunteers participated in the event. The efforts were 
appreciated by University Pro Vice-Chancellors Dr. A.V.S. Prasad, Dr. N. Venkataram, Dr. K. 
Rajasekhara Rao, Registrar Dr. K. Subbarao, Dean of Student Welfare Dr. K.R.S. Prasad, Advisor Dr. 
Habeebullah Khan, and NSS Program Coordinator P. Sreekanth Reddy. 
 
Vaartha E-Paper 
Awareness on Safety Measures for Farmers in the Fields 
Tadepalli, August 2 (Prabhatvarta): Due to the southwest monsoon, there is a danger of heavy gusty 
winds, thunderstorms, lightning, and thunderbolts. Hence, farmers working in agricultural fields 
must stay alert, suggested Dr. P. Ratna Prasad, Director of KL College of Agriculture. On Saturday, in 
Ippatam village of Tadepalli Mandal, an awareness program was conducted under the aegis of the 
University’s College of Agriculture, BA IAS, and NSS departments, to educate farmers on the 
precautions to be taken during lightning strikes. Dr. B. Sivanagayya, Head of the BA IAS Department, 
explained that during lightning strikes, one should not stand under trees, electric poles, or in water, 
as there is a risk of live wires falling. He also advised staying away from metallic agricultural 
equipment. To minimize danger during lightning, he recommended crouching down with only the 
toes touching the ground, and placing hands over the head while closing the eyes, which can offer 
some protection. He further suggested that mobile phones should not be used, electronic appliances 
should be unplugged from power sources, and people should move indoors to nearby buildings for 
safety. The event was attended and appreciated by NSS Field Coordinator P. Suresh, faculty 
members Dr. Kiran and Dr. Venkateswarlu, and volunteers. University Pro Vice-Chancellors Dr. A.V.S. 
Prasad, Dr. N. Venkataram, Dr. Rajasekhara Rao, Registrar Dr. K. Subbarao, Dean of Student Welfare 
Dr. K.R.S. Prasad, Advisor Dr. Habeebullah Khan, Head of Agriculture Department Dr. B. Balakrishna, 
and NSS Program Coordinator P. Sreekanth Reddy also commended the initiative. 
 
Eenadu E-Paper 
Farmers Should Stay Alert 
Tadepalli: KL University College of Agriculture Director, Dr. Ratna Prasad, advised that farmers and 
laborers working in the fields should stay alert during rains accompanied by thunder and lightning. 
At Ippatam, the KL University College of Agriculture, BA IAS, and NSS departments jointly conducted 
an awareness program explaining the safety precautions to be taken during lightning strikes. He 
advised farmers to stay away from metal agricultural tools and to avoid using mobile phones during 
such weather conditions. The event was attended by Dr. Balakrishna, Head of the Agriculture 
Department; Dr. Sivanagayya, Head of the BA IAS Department; NSS Coordinator Suresh; and 
students. 








